
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Agenda Request 
 

 

Date of Meeting: September 2, 2014 

 

Date Submitted: August 19, 2014 

 

To:    Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

 

From:   Robert M. Presnell, County Administrator 

Allara Mills Gutcher, Planning and Community Development Director  

                     

Subject: Approval For The Tourist Development Council To Enter Into A Contract 

For Marketing Consulting Services With Chisano Marketing Group 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Statement of Issue:   

This item seeks Board approval for the Tourist Development Council (TDC) to enter into a 

contract with Chisano Marketing Group for marketing services and authorization for the 

Chairman to execute the contract when developed. 

Background:  

 

The previous marketing agreement, which was held with Legacy Marketing, expired on March 

19, 2014.  A Request for Qualifications (RFQ 2014-07A) was let on June 23, 2014 pursuant to 

BOCC procurement policies.  Bids were received until 10:00 a.m. on Friday, July 11, 2014 in the 

Management Services Department.  Two bids were received, and were subsequently opened in 

the County Administrator’s conference room.  These included proposals from Chisano 

Marketing Group and Parkway Strategies. 

 

The bids were reviewed, discussed and ranked individually by the evaluation committee which 

included Matt Thro, Allara Mills Gutcher, Sonya Burns, and Jill Jeglie.  This committee 

subsequently met on July 31, 2014.  The cumulative results of the reviewing committee were that 

Chisano received 88.75 points and Parkway Strategies received 32.75 points. The points 

assigned were assessed from the evaluation criteria that was extracted from the Request for 

Qualifications.  

 

It was the recommendation of the committee to have both Parkway Strategies and Chisano make 

a presentation and be interviewed by the TDC.  This presentation/interview was scheduled and 

occurred on August 18, 2014.  At that meeting, the TDC unanimously requested that the BOCC 

allow them to enter into a contract with Chisano Marketing Group. 
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Analysis: 

 

In order to promote tourism within Gadsden County, the TDC will retain a marketing firm to 

market and promote Gadsden County as a tourist destination.  It is the desire of the TDC that 

Chisano Marketing Group utilize resources, market tourism, develop advertising campaigns, and 

coordinate with the TDC and staff to increase tourism within Gadsden County.      

 

Fiscal Impact: 

 

The Tourist Development Council has budgeted funds in the proposed 2014/15 budget to hire a 

marketing firm, and has also budgeted to fund selected marketing campaign materials such as 

print advertising, the mobile application, etc.  

  

Options: 

 

1. Approve the TDC’s request to enter into a contract with Chisano Marketing Group 

and authorize the Chairman to sign the contract once developed.  

2. Do not approve the TDC request to enter into contract with Chisano Marketing 

Group.  

3. Board Direction 

 

County Administrator’s Recommendation: 

 

Option # 1 

 

Attachment(s): 

 

1. Chisano Marketing Group Proposal 
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