
Board of County Commissioners 

Agenda Request 

Date of Meeting: July 1, 2014 

 

Date Submitted: June 17, 2014 

   

To: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

 

From: Robert Presnell, County Administrator 

 Arthur Lawson, Sr., Assistant County Administrator 

 

Subject: Appointments to the Gadsden Industrial Development Authority 

 
 

Statement of Issue: 
 

This agenda item seeks Board approval to appoint/reappoint members to the Gadsden 

Industrial Development Authority (GIDA). 

 

Background: 

 

The Gadsden County Industrial Development Authority, hereafter referred to as 

“authority”, was created in May 1971 by a resolution of the Gadsden County Board of 

County Commissioners.  The resolution passed by the Board of County Commissioners 

relating to the Gadsden Industrial Development Authority was simply a statement of a 

need to have such an entity transact business and exercise the powers given to it by the 

legislature in Gadsden County.  The resolution did not give, nor could it have given, the 

Board authority to control the business of the GIDA or to control how the GIDA 

exercises its statutory powers.  By law, the limited control the Board of County 

Commissioners has with regard to the operation of the GIDA is the appointment of 

members, the ability to fill vacancies of unexpired terms, and the ability to remove 

members for misfeasance, malfeasance or willful neglect of duty. 

 

The authority was created in accordance with FS, Chapter 159.45 (copy attached).  

Section 159.45 (3) in part requires the Board to fill any vacancy for an unexpired term.  

This section also states that a member of the authority shall be eligible for reappointment.   

 

Analysis: 

There are five members of the authority, who each serve a four-year term.  A list of the 

current members are attached.  Three of the current members’ terms expired May 18, 

2014, therefore the Board is required to either replace those members or reappoint them 

to the authority.  The members with expired terms are Nick Bert – District 2, Calvin 
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Dawkins – District 3 and Barry Haber – District 5.  This item requests that the Board take 

action to fill the vacancies that currently exist on the authority.   

Fiscal Impact: 

This action requires no fiscal impact. 

Option(s):  

1. Board Discretion. 

County Administrator’s Recommendation: 

Option 1 

Attachments: 

 

1. List of Industrial Development Authority Members 

2. Florida Statutes Chapter 159.45 & 159.47  
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