
Board of County Commissioners 

Agenda Request 
 

 

Date of Meeting: December 20, 2016 

 

Date Submitted: December 5, 2016  

 

To:   Honorable Chairperson and Members of the Board 

 

From:   Robert M. Presnell, County Administrator 

Dee Jackson, Grant Writer  

 

Subject: USDA Rural Business Development Grant Submission  

 

 

Statement of Issue:  
 

This agenda item is presented to the Board to request the execution of grant submission 

documents for a USDA Rural Business Development Grant (RBDG). The request is for 

$500,000 to renovate portions of Stevens High School to its original glory. In the grant, we 

propose that the school will house a Business Incubator in addition to community rooms 

and a museum.    

 

Background:  
 

The RBDG is a competitive grant designed to support targeted technical assistance, training 

and other activities leading to the development or expansion of small and emerging private 

businesses in rural areas that have fewer than 50 employees and less than $1 million in 

gross revenues. Programmatic activities are separated into enterprise or opportunity type 

grant activities. 

 

There is no maximum grant amount for enterprise type grants; however, smaller requests 

are given higher priority. Generally, grants range from $10,000 up to $500,000. There is no 

cost sharing requirement. Opportunity type grant funding is limited to a maximum award of 

$50,000 for unreserved funds. Total opportunity type grant funding is limited statutorily to 

up to 10% of the total RBDG annual funding. 

 

Analysis:  

 

In 1929, Dunbar High School, (renamed Stevens High School), which educated African-

American students since the 1800s, was rebuilt to contain ten classrooms, a domestic 

science room, an auditorium and a principal's office. Today, the school remains a place of 

honor for citizens of the county.     
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The Gadsden Board of County Commissioners has deemed the building a historic site, and 

has made designations to keep it functional over the years. The building has a fully-bricked 

external shell which needs very little rehab. However, of the 17,000 square feet, only 5-

6,000 square feet is currently habitable.   

 

Recently, $50,000 in grant funding was awarded to abate the roof.  

 

Fiscal Impact:   
 

We are not required to provide a match.  

 

Options:  

1. Approve the submission of this grant application and authorize chairperson to 

execute any required documents. 

2. Do not approve.  

3. Board direction. 

County Administrator’s Recommendation:  
  

Board direction.  

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Form 1940qa1 

2. Form AD 1047 

3. Form AD 1049 

4. Form AD 3030 

5. Form RD 400-1 

6. Form RD 400-4 

7. Form RD 1940-20 

8. Form SF 424 

9. Form SF 424-B 

10. Form SF 424-D 
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