
Board of County Commissioners 

Agenda Request 
 

 

Date of Meeting: December 20, 2016 

 

Date Submitted: November 21, 2016  

 

To:   Honorable Chairperson and Members of the Board 

 

From:   Robert M. Presnell, County Administrator 

Dee Jackson, Grant Writer  

 

Subject: Grant Agreement Document Execution for Stevens High School 

Removal of Regulated Asbestos Containing Materials   

 

 

 

Statement of Issue:  
 

This agenda item is presented to the Board for execution of the Restrictive Covenant and 

Small Matching Grant Preservation documents, as well as any grant documents between 

the State of Florida, Department of State, Florida Division of Historical Resources and the 

Gadsden County Board of County Commissioners. Gadsden County was awarded $50,000 

for renovation and must be completed by June 30, 2018.   

 

Background:  
 

Grant funds will be used for removal of regulated asbestos containing materials in the roof 

of Stevens High School; deteriorated wood deck and trim will also be replaced.  Professional 

architectural services are required and will be provided by the County.   

 

Analysis:  

 

In 1929, Dunbar High School, (renamed Stevens High School), which educated African-

American students since the 1800s, was rebuilt to contain ten classrooms, a domestic 

science room, an auditorium and a principal's office. Today, the school remains a place of 

honor for citizens of the county.     

 

The Gadsden Board of County Commissioners has deemed the building a historic site, and 

has made designations to keep it functional over the years. The building has a fully-bricked 

external shell which needs very little rehab. However, of the 17,000 square feet, only 5-

6,000 square feet is currently habitable.   
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Fiscal Impact:   
 

Applicants for projects located in Rural Economic Development Initiative (REDI) counties or 

communities that have been designated in accordance with Sections 288.0656 and 288.06561, 

Florida Statutes, may request a waiver for the match amount.  

 

We are not required to provide a match of any form.  

 

Options:  
1. Approve the Chairperson to sign the Restrictive Covenant, Small Matching Grant 

Preservation Agreement and any documents needed for this grant award. 

2. Do not approve. 

3. Board direction.  

 

County Administrator’s Recommendation:  
  

Option 1. 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

1. Restrictive Covenant Document 

2. Small Matching Grant Preservation Agreement  
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