
Board of County Commissioners 

Agenda Request 

Date of Meeting: November 22, 2016 

Date Submitted: November 1, 2016 

To: Honorable Chairperson and Members of the Board 

From: Robert M. Presnell, County Administrator 

Subject: Approval of the City of Quincy’s Representative to the Gadsden 

County Tourist Development Council  

Statement of Issue: 

This agenda item is presented to the Board for approval of the City of Quincy’s 

Representative to the Gadsden County Tourist Development Council. The Gadsden County 

Tourist Development Council currently has one vacancy. 

Background: 

On October 15, 2002, the Gadsden County Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 

approved Ordinance 2002-003, levying and imposing a Tourist Development tax; adopting the 

Gadsden County Tourist Development Plan; providing for voter approval, providing for 

severability and effective date of the tax.  The Board of County Commissioners also directed a 

referendum to be held during the November 5, 2002 election to levy and impose the Tourist 

Development Tax.  Since this time, the Gadsden County Tourist Development Council has 

operated as a nine (9) member advisory council with members appointed by the BOCC for a 

four-year term. 

Mr. Keith Dowdell serves in the capacity of Vice-Chairperson and the Elected Official from 

the most Populous Municipality.  His tenure will end November 21, 2016 and the City of 

Quincy has named Mrs. Angela Sapp as his replacement. 

Analysis: 

The Council is established by ordinance and composed of nine members who shall be 

appointed by the governing board. Florida Statutes states that the chair of the governing board 

of the county or any other member of the governing board as designated by the chair shall 

serve on the council. Two members of the council shall be elected municipal officials, at least 

one of whom shall be from the most populous municipality in the county or subcounty special 

taxing district in which the tax is levied. Six members of the council shall be persons who are 

involved in the tourist industry and who have demonstrated an interest in tourist development, 
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of which members, not less than three or more than four shall be owners or operators of 

motels, hotels, recreational vehicle parks, or other tourist accommodations in the county and 

subject to the tax. All members of the council shall be electors of the county. The governing 

board of the county shall have the option of designating the chair of the council or allowing 

the council to elect a chair. The chair shall be appointed or elected annually and may be 

reelected or reappointed. The members of the council shall serve for staggered terms of 4 

years. The terms of office of the original members shall be prescribed in the resolution 

required under paragraph (b). The council shall meet at least once each quarter and, from time 

to time, shall make recommendations to the county governing board for the effective 

operation of the special projects or for uses of the tourist development tax revenue and 

perform such other duties as may be prescribed by county ordinance or resolution. The 

council shall continuously review expenditures of revenues from the tourist development trust 

fund and shall receive, at least quarterly, expenditure reports from the county governing board 

or its designee. Expenditures which the council believes to be unauthorized shall be reported 

to the county governing board and the Department of Revenue. The governing board and the 

department shall review the findings of the council and take appropriate administrative or 

judicial action to ensure compliance with this section. The changes in the composition of the 

membership of the tourist development council mandated by chapter 86-4, Laws of Florida, 

and this act shall not cause the interruption of the current term of any person who is a 

member.   
 

Once the BOCC approves the City of Quincy’s appointment, the TDC will be in compliance 

with membership status as outlined in Section 125.0104(4) (e), Florida Statues. 

 

Fiscal Impact: 
 

None 

 

Options: 

 

1. Approve Mrs. Angela Sapp as the City of Quincy’s Representative to the Gadsden 

County Tourist Development Council.  

2. Do not approve. 

3. Board direction. 

 

County Administrator’s Recommendation: 

 

Option 1  

 

Attachments:  

 

1.  Florida Statue Section 125.0104(4) (e), 

2.  Current TDC Board Members 
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