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Board of County Commissioners
Agenda Request

Date of Meeting: April 19, 2016

Date Submitted: April 7, 2016

To: Honorable Chairperson and Members of the Board
From: Robert M. Presnell, County Administrator
Subject: Approval of Value Adjustment Board Members

Statement of Issue:

This agenda item is presented to the Board for the selection of the Value Adjustment Board
members.

Background:

The current members for the Value Adjustment Board are as follows:

Brenda A. Holt, Chairperson

Eric Hinson, County Commissioner

Martha Peeler, homestead property representative, appointed by the BOCC

Scott Watson, commercial property representative — appointed by the School Board
Audrey Lewis, School Board representative — appointed by the School Board

Per the attached memo from the Clerk of Court, Martha Peeler no longer wishes to serve as the
homestead property representative.

In the past, Mrs. Emily Rowan served on the Value Adjustment Board and has expressed interest
in serving again. Mrs. Rowan was contacted to verify if she would still be interested in serving
as the homestead property representative, contingent on the Board’s approval. She stated that
she would be glad to serve in this capacity.

The Clerk’s Office has reached out to the Gadsden County School Board, once by telephone and
once via email, pertaining to their representative, but has not heard back from them as of this
date.

Per FAC 12D-9.008, each Value Adjustment Board must appoint private legal counsel to assist
the board.

Martha Davis served in this capacity last year.



Analysis:
N/A

Fiscal Impact:

N/A

Options:

1. Appoint two Commissioners to the Value Adjustment Board and appoint Mrs. Emily
Rowan as the homestead property representative.

2. Appoint two Commissioners to the Value Adjustment Board and appoint a homestead
property representative.

3. Board direction.

County Administrator’s Recommendation:

Option 3

Attachment(s):

1. Clerk of the Court Memo - March 1, 2016
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To: Board of Countv Commissioners

From: Nicholas Thorius, wici &
Subject: Value Adjustment Board Information
Date: March 1, 2016

1 simply want to remind the BOCC in a timely fashion about some of the requirements for the Value
Adjustment Board. You will need to decide on two of your members to appoint. Also, the BOCC must
appoint a citizen who is a homestead property owner within the County. Mrs. Martha Peeler has been
the Board appointee in the past and last year informed the Board Clerk she no longer wished to serve.

The School Board will need to appoint a School Board member along with a person who owns a business
that occupies commercial space within the school district.

Attached for your convenience is a copy of the Statutes and Florida Administrative Code pertaining to
the make-up of the Board. You may want your attorney to review this matter.
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12D-9.008 Appointment of Legal Counsel to the Value Adjustment Board.

(1) Each value adjustment board must appoint private legal counsel to assist the board.

(2) This legal counsel must be an attorney in private practice. The use of an attorney employed by government is prohibited.
Counsel must have practiced law for over five years and meet the requirements of Section 194.015, F.S.

(3) An attorney may represent more than one value adjustment board.

(4) An attorney may represent a value adjustment board, even if another member of the attorney’s law firm represents one of the
enumerated parties so long as the representation is not before the value adjustment board.

(5) Legal counsel should avoid conflicts of interest or the appearance of a conflict of interest in their representation.

Rulemaking Authority 194.011(5), 194.034(1), 195.027(1), 213.06(1) FS. Law Implemented 194.011, 194.015, 213.05 FS., AGO 2008-055.
History—New 3-30-10.
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