
Board of County Commissioners 
Agenda Request 

Date of Meeting: January 16, 2024 

Date Submitted: January 8, 2024 

To: Honorable Chairman and Members of the Board 

From: Edward J. Dixon, County Administrator 

Subject: Public Officials Bond Review 

Statement of Issue: 

This agenda item seeks the Board’s review of the sufficiency of Bonds of County 
Officers. 

Background: 

On March 17, 2009, the Board approved Ordinance No. 2009-005, which created 
provisions for County Officers Bond requirements. Ordinance No. 2009-005 was 
amended by Ordinance No. 2011-001.  In the ordinance, the Board determined the 
appropriate bond requirement amount for each elected official. 

Analysis: 

As codified in Section 2-92 of Ordinance No. 2011-001 the following bond amounts were 
established for the various County Officers:  Clerk of the Courts - $100,000.00, Sheriff 
$100,000.00, and $1,000.00 for each appointed Deputy Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections 
and the Property Appraiser - $5,000.00 each, Tax Collector - $100,000.00, and County 
Commissioners - $2,000.00 each. 

Section 2.92 (7) requires the Board of County Commissioners to examine carefully the 
sufficiency of all bonds required of county officers at its first regular meeting in January 
and June of each year.   The staff has verified that the current bond amounts are sufficient 
and up to date. 

Fiscal Impact: 

There is no additional fiscal impact at this time.  
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Options:  

1. Make a determination that the current bonds on the County Officers are sufficient. 
2. Board direction. 

County Administrator’s Recommendation: 

Option 1. 

Attachment(s): 
 
1. Section 2.91- Procedures for County Office Bonds. 
2. Copy of Bonds.  
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Sec. 2-91. - Procedure for county officer bonds. 

(a) Short title. This section shall be known as the "County Officer Bond Ordinance." 

(b) Approval of form and surety of bonds of county officers; delegation of authority. Pursuant to F.S. § 
137.01, the board of county commissioners hereby requires the county officers described in section 
2-92 to give bond, conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of his or her office in the 
amounts set forth in section 2-92. Approval of the form and surety of any such bonds is hereby 
delegated by the board of county commissioners to the county administrator or designee, with the 
concurrence of the county attorney in such approval.  

(c) Filing of bonds of county officers. All bonds of county officers required by this section must be filed 
with the clerk of the circuit court promptly upon execution and must be secured within ten days of the 
county officer taking office.  

(Ord. No. 09-05, § 1, 3-17-2009) 

Sec. 2-92. - County officer bonds. 

Upon adoption of this section, the initial bonds will be established as follows: 

(1) Bond of clerk of the circuit court. The county clerk of the circuit court shall be required to give a 
bond in the sum of $100,000.00 conditioned upon the faithful discharge of the duties of office. 

(2) Bond of sheriff and deputy sheriff. The county sheriff shall be required to give a bond in the sum 
of $100,000.00 conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of office. Each appointed 
deputy sheriff shall be required to give a bond in the sum of $1,000.00 conditioned for the 
faithful performance of the duties of office.  

(3) Bond of supervisor of elections. The county supervisor of elections shall be required to give a 
bond in the sum of $5,000.00 conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of office.  

(4) Bond of tax collector. The county tax collector shall be required to give a bond in the sum of 
$100,000.00 conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of office, and specifically 
conditioned for the tax collector's accounting duly and faithfully for all taxes collected.  

(5) Bond of property appraiser. The county property appraiser shall be required to give a bond in 
the sum of $5,000.00 conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of office. 

(6) Bond of county commissioners. Each county commissioner must give a bond in the sum of 
$2,000.00 conditioned for the faithful performance of the duties of office. 

(7) Examination of sufficiency of bonds of county officers. At its first regular meeting in January and 
June of each year, the board of county commissioners shall examine carefully the sufficiency of 
all bonds required of county officers. If the board of county commissioners has reason to believe 
that the sufficiency of any such bond has become impaired, the board of county commissioners 
must at once require that the county officer execute and file with the clerk of the circuit court a 
new bond for the same amount and under the same conditions as the former bond.  

(8) Applicability. This section is applicable countywide. This section shall not affect any currently 
existing bonds of county officers. 

(Ord. No. 09-05, § 1, 3-17-2009; Ord. No. 11-001, § 1, 2-1-2011) 
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From: Laurel Bradley
To: Laurel Bradley
Subject: Fwd: BONDS
Date: Monday, January 2, 2023 2:51:42 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Laurel Bradley <lbradley@gadsdencountyfl.gov>
Date: December 27, 2022 at 12:50:00 PM EST
To: pondexterk@tds.net, bobbycollins@tds.net
Subject: RE: BONDS

Thank you!!!

-----Original Message-----
From: pondexterk@tds.net <pondexterk@tds.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, December 27, 2022 11:42 AM
To: Laurel Bradley <lbradley@gadsdencountyfl.gov>; bobbycollins@tds.net
Subject: RE: BONDS
Importance: High

Laurel,

Bond# 72188321  issued by Western Surety Company is in full effect for the period 8/14/2022 to 8/14/2023. Thanks

Katherine Pondexter, CFO
Gadsden County Sheriff's Office
339 East Jefferson Street
Quincy, FL  32351
Tel: (850) 627-5344/(850) 933-5814(cell)
Fax: (850) 627-4666

-----Original Message-----
From: Laurel Bradley <lbradley@gadsdencountyfl.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 22, 2022 9:34 AM
To: bobbycollins@tds.net; Katherine Pondexter (pondexterk@tds.net) <pondexterk@tds.net>
Subject: BONDS

Good morning, I hope you are doing well.  Please see the attached Bond for the GCSO Deputies and let me know if this Bond is still in effect?

If not, we will need a new one for all of the deputies.  I have to present this to the Board at the January 3rd BOCC Meeting.

Please let me know if there are any questions.

Kind Regards,

Laurel Bradley
Executive Assistant to the County Administrator Gadsden County Board of County Commissioners
9 - B. East Jefferson Street
P. O. Box 1799
Quincy, Florida  32351
Office: 850.875.8656 | Cell: 850.743.7140 lbradley@GadsdenCountyFL.gov<mailto:lbradley@GadsdenCountyFL.gov>
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?
a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.GadsdenCountyFL.gov&c=E,1,bvEobj3jSvFJ8pp2C6RPjBHro3v2VG2h204LhBJQCY9N7McOGIAfnHMgzEEk2lJWb6jP0TH_VNpcLzwAI2gAScLImt4hWUSNnB2-
rlpNePvejzkibkNKkfGD&typo=1<https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gadsdencountyfl.gov%2f&c=E,1,E_uVuO-
ZnhCHVHy24vgRWVnWt9YWHRjZXb0GerMld1pXNYWU_9GfTjhVXyLoBvz02VCO_UVqdYKHpc6ZXCpD8c52N_mkfhRX8CovEAnNMw,,&typo=1>

[logo2]<https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.gadsdencountyfl.gov%2f&c=E,1,7xU1jwE71Ydxr7MeFMm1Rb-
8GybhpxcXpfyDEnmx3YoHo93TjdTExzw8Csu_XqwTaqyjYCOA39PRuQdYHq-g_Lp1bmv857Hhzl9ZGA6r&typo=1>

Under Florida law, e-mail addresses are public records. If you do not want your e-mail address released in response to a public-records request, do not send electronic mail to this entity.
Instead, contact this office by phone or in writing. The information contained in this email and/or attachment(s) may be confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or
entity to whom it is addressed. This email and/or attachment(s) may contain material that is privileged or protected from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the intended
recipient or the individual responsible for delivering to the intended recipient, please notify sender immediately by telephone to obtain instructions as to whether information in this email
and/or attachment(s) is confidential and privileged or protected from disclosure under applicable law.
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From: Katherine Pondexter
To: Laurel Bradley
Cc: Charles Hayes; Bobby Collins
Subject: Fw: Gadsden
Date: Friday, January 5, 2024 3:30:05 PM
Attachments: image002.png

image003.jpg

Laurel,

The Deputy Sheriffs Bond #72188321 was renewed July 2023.  I will forward you a copy after I receive it.  Thanks

Katherine Pondexter, CFO
Gadsden County Sheriff's Office

From: Mercedes Martin <Mercedes.Martin@fsrmf.org>
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 2:06 PM
To: Katherine Pondexter <KPondexter@sheriff.gadsdencountyfl.gov>
Subject: RE: Gadsden
 
Hello Katherine,
 
I have contacted the carrier for a copy and will supply this to you when received. I just wanted to reach out and update you.
 
Thank you,
 
Mercedes Martin, Customer Service Representative
Florida Sheriffs Insurance Agency, LLC
www.fsrmf.org
Phone: 850-320-6900 |  Fax: 850-320-6939
Toll Free: 866-345-3688
2090 Summit Lake Dr., Tallahassee, FL  32317
 

The information contained in this transmission may contain information that is privileged, confidential or otherwise protected
under State and Federal law.  It is intended only for the use of the person(s) named above.  If you are not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, dissemination, distribution or duplication of this communication is strictly
prohibited.  If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply e-mail or phone and destroy all copies of
the original message.
 

From: Apryl Evans <Apryl.Evans@fsrmf.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 5, 2024 1:20 PM
To: Mercedes Martin <Mercedes.Martin@fsrmf.org>
Subject: Gadsden
 
Katherine Pondexter from Gadsden called.  She needs a copy of their deputy sheriffs blanket bond.
 
Apryl Evans, CIC, ARM Underwriter
Florida Sheriffs Risk Management Fund
www.fsrmf.org
Phone: 850-320-6880 |  Fax: 850-320-6939
Toll Free: 866-345-3688
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